DEPASTURE FROM WILBERFORCE.            271

the persecutions which gave rise to the colony, had in
a great measure ceased; anti-slavery truth was taking
effect on the minds of the people, and God was raising
up many a friend for the poor slave, to plead with
eloquent speech and tears, the cause of the dumb and
down-trodden.

These, with other considerations, influenced me in
my decision to leave Canada. As soon, however, as
my intentions were made known, I was importuned
on all sides, by persons both in and out of the settle-
ment, to remain awhile longer, at least. This will be
seen by a reference to the appendix.

After due deliberation, I concluded to send my
family to the States, and remain myself, until my year
should terminate, for which I had been elected town-
ship clerk. In accordance with this determination, I
made preparation to take my family to Port Stanley,
forty miles distant. But what a contrast was there be-
tween our leaving Eochester, five years before, and our
removing from the colony! Then, we had five two-
horse wagon loads of goods and furniture, and seven
in family; now, our possessions were only a few
articles, in a one-horse wagon, with an addition of two
members to our household 1 The settlers collected
about us, to take an affectionate leave of my wife and
children; but tears and sobs, prevented an utterance
of more than a " God bless you," and a few like expres-
sions. The scene was indeed an affecting one: all theolony J, large sum of money to Mr.their sight, &c.ascolony.
